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ARMADALE RAILWAY LINE 
Grievance 

MR A.J. WADDELL (Forrestfield) [9.13 am]: My grievance is to the parliamentary secretary to the Minister 
for Transport and it concerns the state of the Armadale train line, particularly the Kenwick and Maddington train 
stations, which continue to be a terrible blight and a dangerous problem to the community. The state government 
has failed to do anything about this problem, despite the Premier saying, after visiting the Kenwick train station 
last year, that it was a second-rate station because of a lack of protection from the elements and that something 
needed to be done. Twelve months on, nothing has happened.  

I recently attended a meeting of the Bickley Ward Progress and Ratepayers Association. At that meeting it was 
made clear that people are thoroughly sick and tired of the state of the Maddington, Beckenham and Kenwick 
stations. They talked about the fear they have for their safety when they are at those stations.  

I draw the house’s attention to a couple of newspaper clippings. The most recent clipping is dated 27 July 2010 
and is about some youths who were charged with bashing a 16-year-old boy with bricks at the end of a brawl that 
occurred at the Kenwick train station. An article dated 7 November 2009 refers to a person who was hospitalised 
with stab wounds after more than 30 people were allegedly involved in a brawl at the Maddington train station. 
There is a history of significant violence at the Kenwick and Maddington train stations, which has the 
community incensed. They are very worried about the situation.  

I recently received a letter from Terry Brown, a City of Gosnells councillor. He was compelled to write to me 
because he saw a press release from the Minister for Transport that spruiked upgrades at the Edgewater train 
station. According to my notes, Mr Brown’s letter reads —  

The Edgewater station would only be a few years old compared to Maddington, Kenwick and 
Beckenham train stations.  

The premier has looked at the Maddington station … and agrees that it is not up to scratch with shelter 
from the rain etc, yet the Edgewater gets the money in front of our poor second rate stations. It makes 
me wonder if our stations are on the radar for consideration, let alone for fixing??? 

That sums up the feelings of most of those with whom I have consulted about this issue. They feel that the 
Maddington, Kenwick and Beckenham stations on the Armadale line have been neglected and that that 
represents a systematic neglect of public transport throughout the eastern metropolitan region. Government 
members have gone on about how the Liberal–National government has delivered $49 million worth of new car 
bays and how it is spending $5.3 million to upgrade the Edgewater train station, yet virtually nothing has been 
spent on the Armadale line, which is disgraceful. The government is allowing the decay of a vital community 
service. Any reasonable person who took the time to look at the stations on the Armadale line and who compared 
them with those on the northern and southern lines would realise that upgrades on the Kenwick, Maddington and 
Beckenham stations should be a top priority. If we want to encourage people to get off the roads and use public 
transport, the government must invest money in these stations. I am sure that the people in my electorate would 
be very happy to have the same sort of upgrades that have been promised for the Edgewater station.  

Of all the train lines in the state, the Armadale train line has the worst record for assaults. Since 2009 more than 
51 passengers and 45 public officers have been attacked while on the Armadale line or at stations on the 
Armadale line. There is a direct correlation between antisocial behaviour and the poor maintenance of facilities. 
It is called the broken window theory. The broken window theory says that there will be greater urban disorder, 
vandalism and additional crime and antisocial behaviour if facilities are run down and left to rot on the vine. 
That approach to crime is well accepted. It has been used throughout the state and by many levels of 
government. It is about designing out crime and was established in 2007 to highlight the need for urban planning 
and maintenance to deter crime and to build pride within community, which is what is needed. Upgrades on the 
Armadale line need to be a priority. People need to be encouraged to use the facilities on the Armadale line, but 
they need to feel safe when they are using those facilities. We are often told that Western Australia is a wealthy 
state and that we have a great lifestyle. The people in my electorate in the eastern corridor of Perth are starting to 
wonder why they have not received their dividend of that wealth and why they are constantly left out. A simple 
investment would provide a roof over their heads and additional security when they are catching a train. They 
need and deserve the right to feel safe when they catch public transport and they deserve more than what they 
have been given. The people of my electorate deserve more from this government than an increase in their 
household bills.  

Dr K.D. Hames: You must have had a rotten local member if you didn’t get those things during Labor’s seven 
years in government!  

Mr A.J. WADDELL: I was not here.  
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I ask the parliamentary secretary to outline when these upgrades, which are desperately needed, are scheduled to 
begin so that the people of Maddington, Kenwick and Beckenham know when they can use public transport 
safely and without fear of being attacked.   

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray–Wellington — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.19 am]: I thank the member for 
Forrestfield for his diligence in bringing the voice of his constituents to this place, as he was elected to do. The 
issue the member raised today is about the Maddington and Kenwick areas. The Minister for Transport’s office 
has supplied me with some notes that will hopefully address the issues raised by the member and I will add my 
own comments about those issues, too.  

This government has committed significant funding to improving station standards and car parking provision 
across the metropolitan train network. Indeed, the current asset investment program provides funding of more 
than $50.13 million over 2010–11 to 2013–14 to improve the amenity of stations, including shelter and security, 
and to ensure that access to stations meets the current disability standards. Included in this program are upgrades 
for the Armadale, Maddington, Fremantle, Bayswater, Claremont and East Perth stations. The upgrades to 
Armadale and Maddington are scheduled for completion in 2011. A further 16 stations will be upgraded under 
the Disability Discrimination Act program, with funding of $21.5 million allocated over the 2010–11 to 2013–14 
estimates period. Stations earmarked for these upgrades include Queens Park, Oats Street, Mount Lawley, 
Meltham, Success Hill and Seaforth in the 2010–11 financial year, with the remaining stations to be upgraded 
between 2011 and 2017. Identification of the stations included in both programs was determined according to 
areas of most need and those with high levels of passenger boarding. In addition, this government is committed 
to the provision of an additional 3 000 car parking bays over the next four years on the Joondalup–Mandurah 
line—funds of $49.5 million. The Public Transport Authority is also working on a project to provide further car 
parking on the Armadale, Midland and Fremantle lines.  

The Liberal–National government is extending the Joondalup line to the new suburb of Butler—a further 
$240.731 million funding for the public transport network—for which the tender for construction went to market 
on 28 July 2010. 

In relation to the specific issues the member raised about Maddington and Kenwick stations, I can inform the 
house that Maddington station is being upgraded to meet current disability standards. Design for this work is 
complete and tenders for this work will begin shortly. The project scope for the work to be undertaken on the 
Maddington station will provide platform and ramp upgrades to meet Disability Discrimination Act 
requirements, including a new canopy, shelter, seating and car park improvements. Enhanced train station 
services will be provided through the provision of better security and lighting, as well as improved signage to 
increase awareness of train station infrastructure, enhanced landscaping and a bicycle hub.  

Mr A.J. Waddell: What about Kenwick? 

Mr M.J. COWPER: Work will be undertaken at Kenwick station to upgrade lighting in the car parks and 
remove vegetation that could potentially conceal offenders. These works will be completed in the next 
two months. A more significant upgrade of the Kenwick station will be considered following completion of the 
significant works program already taking place across the network. 

I hope that answers some of the concerns the member raised on behalf of his constituents. From a personal 
perspective, I too share the member’s concern that if we are going to encourage people onto our metropolitan 
train services, we need to ensure that they feel safe. No better test than that is when my 16-year-old daughter 
wishes to travel to Armadale to visit a friend and whether I feel that she will be safe on that service. I have to 
drop her off in Mandurah, then she travels all the way to Perth and out to Armadale. My daughter has done that 
on a number of occasions and I have quizzed her as to whether she feels safe, because as a parent, we all like to 
feel that our children can go about their business quite well. She reported to me that there were no problems at 
all and that there was a very good transit guard presence when she travelled. Admittedly, it was late afternoon 
and not in the evenings, which would probably be of greater concern to me.  

However, the issue that the member raised about assaults is of major concern. A number of issues attend crime 
that are not specific to these train stations. Recently when I was in Victoria, I travelled from Flinders Street to 
Dandenong. Dandenong from all accounts, member, is the number one crime hotspot in Australia. It was 
interesting to see the station at Dandenong. The group of people that I was with felt quite safe, but given the 
record it presents, we were on the lookout for potential problems. 

The point the member made about designing out crime issues is something that I am acutely aware of, but that in 
itself will not necessarily solve the problem. I think that we also need to engage in a better way with the 
community to help address issues about crime. There are three prongs, if we like, in crime prevention. First, 
obviously, is law and order. We have fairly strict laws for those who offend. Secondly, we need to look at the 
root causes of crime—social impacts and so on. Thirdly, we need to have a safe cities approach to dealing with 
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crime. All these things need to be taken into consideration. I accept the member’s proposition that we need to 
improve our stations. The government is trying to achieve that and hopefully over the next few years, as more 
funds become available, we will see an improvement in the quality of our stations right across the Perth 
metropolitan area. I hope this has answered some of the member’s questions on behalf of his constituency. 
 


